Thinis In

Mestled in the heart of Darby,
Montana, a new library proudly
shows off the strength of small-
diameter wood—and the town's
character. After devastating fires
swept through the Bitterroot Valley
in 2000, the 750-person community
rallied to renovate Darby's key build-
ings, including a 500-sgquare foot
library with no plumbing.

Through a partrnership with the
5. Forest Service, local contractors
and suppliers replaced the antiguat-
ed library with a whopping 5.000-
square-foot structure that showcases
nontraditional uses of small-diameter
or "round” wood (usually 5 to & inch-

es wide). Commercial demand for
this underused resource is low—and
extracting it from crowded forests
can be expensive. 50 many landown-
ers leave it standing dead, which can
fuel spreading forest fires.

Mow touted as the “Sistine
Chapel of Round Wood,” the new
Darby Public Library boasts beams
and trusses crafted from small
lodgepole pine logs, a blue-stain
pine ceiling and furniture hand-
crafted from other “diametrically
challenged” woods. Truly a giant
step for the little guy.
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