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LEGISLATIVE & POLICY UPDATE

Tuesday, February 19, 2008
Caitlyn Peel, Governmental Affairs Director: 303-445-4363: cpeel@colostate.edu
This document will inform the WFLC membership on key legislative and policy issue. It is published every two months and can be found on-line at www.wflcweb.org/infomaterials/issue_briefs.php . 
 For more information on the following items, please contact Caitlyn Peel.
1.  Farm Bill
 House Version – H.R. 2419
The House passed their version of the 2007 Farm Bill, the Farm, Nutrition and BioEnergy Act of 2007 July 27, 2007.  H.R. 2419 is a five-year, $286 billion farm bill and was passed by a vote of 231-191.  The bill contains significant increases in funding for energy and conservation programs. The House Farm Bill website contains fact sheets on the various titles as passed by the House (http://agriculture.house.gov/inside/2007FarmBill.html).  The 2007 Farm Bill as passed by the House and the accompanying report language also available at the website.  The House has not yet named the conference committee members.
 Senate Version – S. 2242
The Senate passed their version of the Farm Bill, the Heartland, Habitat, Harvest and Horticulture Act of 2007 on December 14, 2007.  S. 2242 is a five-year farm bill and was passed by a vote of 79-14.  This bill increases funding for energy and conservation programs as well, but focuses the money on different priorities than the House version of the Farm Bill.  The Senate Agriculture Committee website has the Senate Farm Bill, as passed on the floor, available at http://agriculture.senate.gov/.  The Senate conferees have been named and the conference process will begin as soon as the House conferees are appointed. 

Freely Associated States – The House and the Senate both approved versions of the Farm Bill that include a provision to restore forestry assistance to the Freely Associated States (FAS).  The language is identical in both versions of the Forestry Titles and the provision is expected to carry through the Conference Committee process.  This being said, it is possible that a provision such as this can “drop out” during the process.  The CWSF will continue to push for this provision’s inclusion within the Farm Bill.

Sec. 8005. Assistance to the Federated States of Micronesia, The Republic of the Marshall Islands, and the Republic of Palau.

Section 13(d)(1) of the Cooperative Forestry Assistance Act of 1978 (16 U.S.C. 2109(d)(1) is amended by striking “the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands” and inserting “the Federated States of Micronesia, the Republic of the Marshal Islands, the Republic of Palau”

Next Steps

The FY08 omnibus spending bill included an extension of the 2002 Farm Bill.  The extension covered all Farm Bill programs with the exception of FY08 commodity payments and is good until March 2008. The President has threatened to veto both the House and Senate versions of the Farm Bill due to the spending levels.  Chairman Peterson (D-MN) is working on a revised Farm bill with the support of the Ranking Member Goodlatte (R-VA) and hopes to send it to the Senate as early as next week.  This revision would extend the life of the Farm Bill from five to ten years, cut farm program funding and subsidies, and limit extra spending in the bill to $6 billion over ten years.  
A new Farm bill needs to be approved, or extended, before March 15 or farm policy would revert to the permanent statutes that were last updated in 1949.
The Council of Western State Foresters will monitor the committee’s activities and provide information on forestry-related provisions.  NASF will be sending a letter to the conferees addressing the important provisions within both versions of the Farm Bill that need to be carried through to the final document.  The CWSF has worked with NASF to guarantee the inclusion of western priorities within the letter.  Updates on the Farm Bill conference committee progress will be sent out as needed. 

2.  FY09 Appropriations

The Administration recently released the President’s FY09 budget proposal.  The budget proposal includes significant cuts for the USDA Forest Service (USFS) State & Private Forestry (S&PF) programs (see attached spreadsheet).  The Administration has reduced S&PF funding by 58% to offset the increased costs for fire suppression activities.  The fire suppression line item is based on the average of the 10 preceding years of fire suppression costs.  The 10-year average of fire suppression costs is almost 
$1 billion, which is over 45% of the USFS’ overall budget.  USFS non-fire programs are negatively impacted by the increasing suppression costs and their impact on the declining Agency budget.  This is why a fire suppression funding ‘fix’ is so important.
NASF sent out a press release on the Administration’s dismal budget proposal and has provided a one-page reaction document to congressional representatives.  An outreach strategy for NASF and the regional groups to use during this appropriations season is being drafted.  Updates on the FY09  appropriations process and the NASF appropriations action alerts and documents will be sent out as needed.
3.  America’s Energy Independence and Security Act of 2007
The Energy Independence and Security Act of 2007 was signed by the President on December 19, 2007.  The signed Energy Bill (P.L. 110-140) contains many provisions that have implications for public and privately-owned forests, but the provision that has received the most attention is the renewable fuels standard section of the bill.  The Energy Bill has raised the renewable fuels standard (RFS) to 36 billion gallons by 2022, while requiring 21 billion gallons from biomass other than corn starch.  The final bill includes a definition of ‘renewable biomass’ that prohibits materials from federal lands and some private lands from ‘counting’ towards the RFS goal.  So, materials from hazardous fuels treatment activities on National Forest System lands can be used to make biofuel, but that fuel can not be counted towards the RFS goal.     
Many organizations are advocating for this definition to be revised and are providing examples of the unintended consequences that will be caused by this definition of ‘renewable biomass.’  These organizations, including NASF and the Southern Group of State Foresters (SGSF), have requested that the congressional leadership look for opportunities to revise this definition.  These opportunities include a technical correction, a revision to the bill via the Farm Bill or the approval of stand-alone legislation to revise the definition.
Several pieces of legislation intended to correct the Energy Bill definition of ‘renewable biomass’ have been introduced by Senator Thune (R-SD), Congressman Udall (D-CO) and Congresswoman Herseth-Sandlin (D-SD).  Rep. Herseth-Sandlin’s bill (H.R. 5236) offers the most comprehensive fix by addressing both the federal and private lands issues that the definition has created.  NASF and the SGSF have sent letters supporting this legislation and requesting co-sponsors.  Updates on this issue will be sent out as needed.
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